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PREFACE

We are thankful to our Lord Almighty in helping us and guiding us
through the work of these Sunday school books. These books are the
translations of the “Padamanjari” published by Malankara Jacobite
Syrian Sunday School Association Head Quartered at Puthencruz, India.
Class I is the adaptation of the book published by the Malankara Syrian
Orthodox Sunday School Association of North America in 1992.

These books are being published with the guidance of His
Eminence Mor Ivanios Mathews, President M.S.0.S.A. and Archbishop of
the Malankara Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox Church of North
America under the Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, His Holiness
Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas, the Supreme Head of the Universal
Syrian Orthodox Church.

A number of persons contributed to this noble cause. We take this
opportunity to thank them all. Let God bless every person who contributed
to make these books available to His children. We are happy to submit
these books in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the Syrian Orthodox
Sunday School students all over the world.

Carteret, NJ Director
07-11-2003 M.S.0.S.A. North America
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* God is our Creator

* God is our Father

* God loves us

* Bow before God

* Love God

* Jesus is our Saviour
* Jesus was born for us
* Jesus Died for us

* Jesus loves us

*  Live with Jesus




LESSON 1
PRAYER

KAUMA

+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, one true God:

Glory be to Him; and may His grace and mercy be upon us for ever.
Amen. '

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God -Almighty, by whose glory, the heaven
and earth are filled, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, who has come, and is to come, in the name of the

Lord God; Glory be to Him in the highest.

Holy art Thou, O God!
Holy art Thou, Almighty
Holy art Thou, Immortal

+ O Thou who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy art Thou, O God!
Holy art Thou, Almighty
Holy art Thou, Immortal

+ O Thou who was g¢rucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy art Thou, O God!
Holy art Thou, Almighty
Holy art Thou, Immortal

{

+ O Thou who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, be kind and have mercy upon us.
Lord, accept our workship and prayers, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to Thee, O God

Glory be to Thee, O Creator,

Glory be to Thee, O Christ, the King, who does pity sinners,
Thy servants. Barekmor. .




Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts and sins as we have
forgiven our debtors. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us
from the evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace, our Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, our Lord Jesus
Christ. O Holy Virgin Saint Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us
sinners, now and at all times, and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Malayalam Version

+ Pithaavum puthranum parisuddha roohayum-aaya
sathyamulla eka daivathinte thirunaamathil thanikku sthuthi.
Nammutemel thante karunayum manogunavum ennekkum
undayirikkatte. Amen.

Aakaasavum bhoomiyum thante stuthikal kondu
niranjirikkunna balavaanaaya daivam thampuraan parisuddhan,
parisuddhan, parisuddhan uyarangalil sthuthi.

Daivamaya karthaavinte thirunamathil vannavanum
varuvanirikkunnavanum aayavan vaazhthapettavanaakunnu.
Uyarangalil sthuthi.

Daivame nee parlsudhanaakurmu
Balavaane nee parisudhanaakunnu.
Maranamillaathavane nee parisudhanaakunnu

Njangalkuvendi kurisikkapettavane +
njangaludemel karunayuntaakaname.

Daivame nee parisudhanaakunnu.
Balavaane nee parisudhanaakunnu.
Maranamillaathavane nee parisuddhanaakunnu
Njangalkuvendi kurisikkapettavane +
njangaludemel karunayuntaakaname.




Daivame nee parisudhanaakunnu.
Balavaane nee parisudhanaakunnu.
Maranamillaathavane nee parisuddhanaakunnu

Njangalkuvendi kurisikkapettavane +
njangaludemel karunayuntaakaname.

Njangalude karthaave! njangalodu karuna cheyyaname.
Njangalude karthaave! krupayundaayi njangalodu karuna
cheyyaname. Njangalude karthaave! njangalude susrooshayum
praarthanakalum kaikkondu njangalodu karuna cheyyaname.

Daivame ninakku sthuthi. Srushtaave ninakku sthuthi.
Paapikalaaya ninte adiyarodu krupa cheyyunna mashiha raajaave
ninakku sthuthi. Baarekmore.

Karthru Praarthana

Swargasthanaaya njangalude pithaave, Ninte thirunamaam
parisuddhamaakkapedaname, Ninte rajyaam varaname, Ninte
thiruvishtam swargathilepole bhoomiyilum aakaname, Njangalkku
aavasyamaayirikkunna appam, innum njangalkku tharaname,
Njangalude kadakkaarodu njangal kshamichathupole, Njangalude
kadangalum papangalum njangalodu kshamikkaname,
Pareekshayilekku njangale nee pravesippikkaruthe, Pinneyo
dhushtanil ninnum njangale rakshichu kollaname, Enthukondennaal
raajayavum sakthiyum mahathwavum ennekkum,
Ninakkullathaakunnu. Amen.

Krupa niranja Mariyame ninakku samadhanam,
Njangalude karthaavu ninnodu koode, Sthreekalil nee
vaazhthappettavalaakunnu, Ninte udara phalamaya Njangalude
karthaveshu mashiha vaazhthapettavanakunnu, Daivamaathaavaaya
visudha kanyaka Martha Mariyame, ippozhum, eppozhum njangalude
marana samayathum paapikalaaya njangalkku vendi apekshichu
kollaname. Amen.

1. How do we stand for Prayer?
We should stand facing east, folding hands on the chest.

2. To whom do we pray?
To the one and the only true God.




How do we make the sign of cross?

Hold the thumb, index and the middle fingers of the right hand
together with the second one projected little forward and the
other two fingers are kept folded. This signifies the unity of
Trinity; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The second
one is projected little forward to show that the second person in
the Trinity, the Son, came down to the world. The cross is drawn
starting from the forehead to the chest, and from the left shoul-
der to the right shoulder.

What is the meaning of making the sign of the cross?

The forehead denotes heaven; the chest earth, the left shoulder
sinfulness and the right shoulder the state of the children of
God. Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ came down from heaven
to earth, taking human form to save us and change us from our
sinful state to the state of the children of God by His death on
the cross. When we make the sign of cross, we think of our
salvation through the death of Christ on the cross.

When do we make the sign of the Cross?
a) When entering a Church. )
b) When seeing a Church or the Cross.

¢) When saying or hearing the words ‘the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit (Holy Trinity) and the word Cross (Sleebo)
at the time of any prayer.

d) When the Bishops bless the congregation using the cross,
at the time of kissing the hand of a Bishop and where it is
instructed to make the sign of the cross during the Holy
Eucharistic services (Qurbono) and prayers.

Prayer when entering the Church?
(Everyone entering the Church, shall make the sign of the Cross
and say)

“With reverence will I enter Your house, and submit my

offering before You My Lord.”




LESSON 2
HOLY QURBONO SONGS

1 Moraneeso kurisum nin
Mathru janathin prarthanayum
Adikaleyum nin kopathin
Vadikaleyum maycheedenam

2 Parisuddhanmare ningal
Prarthippin karthavodai-
Adikaleyum than kopathin
Vadikaleyum mayicheedan.

3 Kazhchayithil karthave nin
Thiruvullam-thushtippettu
Nallamari-chor punnyappe-
tteerayara-nandikkenam

4 Mathavu yachikkum
Parisudhanmarum
Nadha punyam nalkingum-
marichorkkum..

By Thy cross, O jesus Lord,

By Thy Mother’spraying word,
Take from us and from our path
Punishments and rods of wrath.

Plead for us, ye holy saints,

Pray to Him whose will ye did,
That from anger we be spared
That from scourges we be hid.

May this offered Eucharist
By the Priest, appease Thee, Lord,
May it gladded angels high,
Our departed ones absolve.

By Thy Mother’s plea,
And of all Thy Saints,

Lord, absolve our sins,

And with us, our dead.

LESSON 3

THE BLESSED FAITH AND THE HISTORY OF THE
-HOLY CHURCH

1.  Who created the universe and everything in it?

The God Almighty.
2. How do you describe God?

God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One true God.

3.  What is the name of our Holy Church?
The Holy Universal Syrian Orthodox Church.

4.  Who is the founder of the Holy Church.

Our Lord Jesus Christ.

5.  What is the name of your Parish?
(Different answers; teach the name of that particular Parish)







on the second day. He said, “Let there be a sky above the earth”. Then the
blue sky appeared. Clouds were formed and drifted up above the earth.
God found that what he created was good. ' ~

The earth was covered with water. On the third day God said, “Let
the waters under the sky gather together into one place and let the dry land
- appear”, and it happened so. God called the dry land




‘earth’ and the waters He called ‘seas’. He wanted to make the
barren land beautiful. He made trees with sweet fruits and plants
that bore beautiful flowers with attractive colors and fragrance. How
beautiful the earth was now!

On the fourth day, God created more things to make the earth
beautiful. He created sun to give light and warmth in the day and
moon and the stars in the night. In the morning the sun rises in the
east shedding light upon the earth. As time passes it goes up higher
and higher and sets in the west leaving the charge to the moon to
give light at night.

Then came the fifth day. On that day God created different
kinds of fish in the water and beautiful flying birds in the air. God
blessed all His creations.

On the sixth day God continued His creation. The different kinds
of animals like cows, elephants, dogs, squirrels, rabbits and the rep-
tiles like snakes and worms were created on that day. Then God
created man as the crown of creations. God was very much pleased
with all his creations.

God made man in His own ‘image and likeness’. “And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” Gen 2:7.
God named the man Adam which means Created from the ground. .
God created a beautiful garden for man. He named this garden Eden.
He put Adam in this garden. To provide a companion for man God
created woman. The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam. God took one of man’s ribs. From the rib of man, God made
the woman (Gen 2:21). He named the woman Eve which means the
mother of all the living. God brought all living creatures before Adam
and Adam named them.

God created all of us. God’s love is everlasting. Being His
creation we must worship God. God created man to have fellowship
with Him.

Memory Verse: “Know that the Lord is God, we belong to Him”.
(Psalm 100:3)




I. Choose the correct answer
1. Who is the creator of everything?
a) Adam (b) Sun (¢) God (d) Eve
2. God created Adam from the
a) Breath of life (b) Snow (c¢) Air (d) Dust from the ground
3. God created the Garden of Eden for the
a) Animals (b) Serpent (¢c) Man (d) Spirit

II. Answer the following
1. Meaning of Adam.
2. Why God created man?
3. How was Woman created?
4. What was the creation on the sixth day?

LESSON S

DISOBEDIENCE
(Genesis Chapter 3)

Objective: To learn that disobedience is a sin.

Adam and Eve lived in the garden of Eden in great joy and
happiness. They lived in obedience to the will of God and God loved
them. God had commanded them not to eat or touch the fruit of the
tree which was in the middle of the garden. But satan was restless
when he saw man enjoying fellowship with God. Satan assumed the
form of a serpent and tempted Eve and persuaded her to eat the
forbidden fruit. She ate and gave some to Adam. (Gen 3:1-7).

As a result of the disobedience, Adam and Eve were thrown out
of the garden of Eden. Disobedience is sin and rebellion against the
law of God. Sin caused chaos to the universe and humanity. The
Serpent was clever enough to trap the first couple into disobedience
against God. As soon as they disobeyed, they realized their
nakedness. They took fig leaves and sewed them together to make
coverings for themselves.

Adam and Eve realized that they had committed a sin. They.
were scared to face God or to stand in His presence.




God punished Adam and Eve. He increased pains in childbearing
for Eve. He said to Adam that the earth is cursed because of his
disobedience and that he will eat only through painful toil. God also
felt sympathy for them and gave garments made of skin to protect
their body from cold and heat. After that God drove them out of the
garden of Eden into the world.

God cared for Adam and Eve even after they disobeyed His
commandment. God’s love is everlasting. Disobedience is a sin . We
must obey the commandments of God.

Memory Verse: “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed than the fat of rams”. (1Samuel 15:22)

I. Choose the correct answer
1. Adam and Eve lived in
a) Heaven b) The city ¢) Garden of Eden d) Earth
2. Godis
a) Scolding b) Punishing c) Fighting d) Loving
3. Satan is God’s '
a) Messenger b) Enemy ¢) Tempter d) Friend
4. Eve ate
a) The serpent b) Apple d) The dust of the ground.
¢) Fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden.

II. Answer the following
1. What was God’s commandment to Adam and Eve?
2. How did they come to eat the fruit?
3. What happened after they ate the fruit?




LESSON 6

TRUE OFFERING THAT PLEASES GOD
(Genesis 4: 1-15)

I Objective: Our offering needs to be motivated by the love for God
and our fellow brethren.

\/ Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain, the older son, was
afarmer and Abel, the younger son, a shepherd.

_ One day, Cain and Abel went to worship God. Cain brought less than

' the best fruits of the ground as an offering to the Lord. Abel brought the

_ best portions from the first born of his flock. God was not pleased with the
offering of Cain. God was pleased with Abel and his offering.

Cain became jealous of his brother. He got angry. God warned Cain
“of his anger. God said to him, “why are you so gloomy? If you do what is
~ right, you will be accepted. If you do not, sin is lying at the door”

; He did not pay attention to the word of God. He was unwilling to
. reconcile with his brother. When we go to the temple of God with the best
- offering, God will bless us.




Cain could not subdue the sin in him. Cain acted as if he loved
his brother. He took Abel to the field. There Cain got angry with
Abel and beat him to death. See how he reacted to his brother? Abel
did only good things in his life. Jealousy led Cain to kill his brother.
God called Cain and asked him What have you done P God cursed
Cain to be a restless wanderer of the earth. Nobody can hide
anything from God. God knows our thinking, talking and all our
actions. A wicked person has no place before God.

Memory Verse: “Whoever loves his brother lives in the light and
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.” (1 John 2: 10)

I. Choose the correct answer
1. Cain was

a) The oldest son of Adam and Eve b)The youngest son of
Adam and Eve c¢) A shepherd d) God fearing man

2. Abel was

a) The oldest son of Adam and Eve b) Business man c¢)
Shepherd d) A farmer

3. He has no place before God

a) One who loves his brother b) One who helps his brother
c) One who hates his brother d) One who gives good guid-
ance to his brother

4. We cannot hide anything

a) From man b) From parents ¢) From God d) From
friends

II. Answer the following

What was the offerings of Cain?

What was the offering of Abel?

Why was Cain angry P

How can we bring an offering which is pleasing to God ?
What did Cain do to his brother?

What kind of punishment did Cain receive?

A




LESSON 7.

THE FATHER OF THE FAITHFUL
(Genesis 22: 1-19)

Objective: 'To know that we must keep firm faith in God even in our ad-
versities. ’

About four thousand years ago, a God fearing man named Abraham
lived in the land of Canaan. He became the ancestor of the Hebrews and of
other nations (Gen 17: 15). He lived a life of complete faith in God. His
wife’s name was Sarah. The couple did not have any children.

God gave a special assurance to Abraham that he would have a son
through whom a nation would rise. Isaac was born to Sarah and Abraham.
Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born.




Isaac grew up into a boy. God wanted to test the faith of Abraham.
God called him, “Abraham”. “Here I am,” Abraham replied. Then
God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the mount Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains I will tell you about™.

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on
the shoulders of his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the

knife.

And the two of them went on together. When they reached mount
Moriah, Abraham built an altar and put the wood on it. He bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the log of wood. Then he reached
out and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the L.ord called him
from heaven and said, “Abraham! Abraham! Do not lay hand on the boy.
Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you
have not withheld from me your son, your only son”.

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its
horns. He took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his
son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to
this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided”.

~ God honored Abraham for his faith and obedience. Abraham
‘received the honor of being known as the ‘father of all believers’.

Memory Verse: “INow faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen”. (Hebrew 11: 1)

I. Fill in the blanks
1. Abrahamlivedinthelandof ............ennnnee.
2. Abraham and Sarah named their son ..........cocovcenereveeercncenecnees
3. Abrahamis Known as ...esironn
II. Answer the following ,
1. How old was Abraham when Sarah gave birth to a son?
2. 'What was the promise of God to Abraham ?
3. How did God test the faith of Abraham?
4. What was offered as sacrifice in place of Isaac?




LESSONS

MOSES - GOD’S PROVISION -
(Exodus 2: 1-10)

Objective: 'Tolearn that God has plans and provides for those who believe
and trust in Him.

The children of Abraham grew in number. They became a very big
nation called Israel. They lived in Misraim (Egypt). They were foreigners

there. Pharaoh, the Egyptian king, and the Egyptians hated the Israelites.
They were put into slavery in the land of Egypt. Once, Pharaoh issued an
order to destroy all Hebrew male infants. Soldiers were appointed
to implement this order. During this period Moses was born to Amram
and his wife. They were very religious people. Moses had one elder
brother, Aaron and elder sister, Miriam. Unfortunately, Pharaoh’s
order was so cruel, that soldiers would have killed the baby Moses if
they knew about his birth. The whole family prayed with tears.

The family hid the child for two months. But it was impossible
to hide the child any longer. They trusted in the power of the




Almighty God. When Moses was three months old, his mother made a bas-
ket of papyrus, and dabbed it with slime and pitch. She placed the child in
the basket and put it by the bank of the river Nile. Moses’ sister Miriam
kept watching thisbasket. Then Pharaoh’s daughter the Princess came to
take bath in this river with her maid servants. She saw the child and felt
pity and love for him. Moses was a very beautiful child. Miriam discreetly
offered to find a nurse for the child. She brought the mother of Moses. Moses
grew with his mother safely and was handed over to the Princess. The Prin-
cess called him Moses which means ‘drawn out of water’. Moses grew up
in the palace and became an outstanding leader. Later God used Moses to
deliver Israel from Egypt.

The care of God for his children is illustrated in the story.

Memory Verse:  “Behold the eyes of the Lord is upon those who fear him,
upon those who hope in his mercy”. (Psalm 33: 18)

I. Name the following
1 The place where Israelites lived as foreigners
2 The Father of Moses.
3. The Brother and Sister of Moses.
4. Slirname of the Egyptian King.

II. Answer the following
'1.  How long was Moses hidden?
Where did the mother leave the ark with the baby?
Who watched the baby and the ark?
Who saw the ark and the baby?
Who was brought to nurse the child?

What is the meaning of the name “Moses”?

N N




LESSON9

GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS
(I Samuell:1-28)

Objective: To learn that our Lord will never disrégard the prayers of
His children. :

God kept the promise given to Abraham. The Israelites now
occupied the land of Canaan and lived there. Their temple was
located at Shiloh. Eli was the high priest. Elkanah was a pious
Ephraimite during the time of Eli. Elkana had two wives Hannah
and Peninnah. Hannah was childless. But her husband loved her
most. Peninnah had many children.

Elkanah took his family to Shiloh where the temple was
located. He gave Peninnah and his sons and daughters their
‘portions, but double portions to Hannah because she was beloved to
him. She continued to pray before the altar with tears for getting a
child. She made a vow that if God granted her a son, he would be
dedicated to the service of the sanctuary. As she was praying before
the altar and taking her vow, tears were dropping from her eyes. Elj,
the high priest noticed Hannah. Eli could not hear anything because
Hannah was sharing her grief with God silently. Eli thought Hannah
was drunk. Eli scolded her. -

Hannah with utmost humility told Eli, the high priest, that she
should not be misunderstood. She was simply expressing her pain
and agony of barrenness before the altar. Eli, being the anointed
priest, blessed Hannah. He told her to go in peace and assured that
God will grant her prayer. God heard the prayer of Hannah. She
conceived and bore a son. They named him Samuel, saying,
“Because I have asked for him of the Lord “ (1 Samuel 1:20). Soon
after Samuel was weaned, his parents took him to Eli and
dedicated him for the sérvice of the Lord. Samuel worshipped God
and served Eli in his old age and recieved instruction from him. God
loved Samuel and answered all his prayers. Samuel became the last
judge of Israel.

Memory Verse: “The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the
prayer of the righteous”. (Proverb 15:29)




I. Choose the correct answer

1. The temple of God during the time of Eli was located in
a) Jerusalem b) Siloh ¢) Antioch d) Palestine :

2 'Who was the father of Samuel?
a) Joseph b) Elkanah c) Eli d) Joshua

3. The mother of Samuel was
a) Hannah b) Peninnah ¢) Mary d) Elizabeth

4. 'Who was the high priest of the temple when Samuel was brought
to the temple?
a) Zachariah b) Elkanah ¢) Eli d) Aaron

II. Answer the following
L. How was Israel ruled before they had kings?
2 Why did Hannah become a mockery for others?
3. How did Hannah pray in the temple of the Lord?
4. How did Elkanah treat Hannah?
S. Whatis the meaning of the name ‘Samuel’?
6. Where did Hannah dedicate Samuel?
7. What did Samuel do in the temple?

LESSON 10

THE CALL OF THE LORD
- (1. Samuel 3: 1-21)

Objective: To realize that we must be vigilant to listen to the call of
God. i

In our previous lesson we saw how the child Samuel came to
live in the house of the Lord. He grew up as a model to all children.
He learned the word of God from the old priest Eli. Samuel, even as
a child, served in the house of the Lord with respect, humility and
fear of the Lord. Unlike the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
Samuel treated the people who came to the house of the Lord to
worship or to make sacrifices, with love and affection. As Samuel
grew in age, he grew in stature and in favor both with the Lord and

men. All people loved Samuel dearly.




Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas were also priests. But they were
not good persons. They were cruel and treated the people who came to wor-
ship in the house of the Lord badly. They even harassed the people who came
to make sacrifices and stole the offerings they made. Eli loved his sons but
did not stop them from their wrong doing. So the Lord became very angry
with all three of them.

One day Samuel finished all his evening duties and was lying down
in the house of the Lord. Eli was also lying down in his place to sleep. As
Samuel was almost falling asleep he heard someone calling “Samuel”.
“Here I am” he answered, and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am Sir, for you
called me.” Eli answered, “My son, I did not call you, you may go and sleep”.
So Samuel went back to bed. Again as he was falling asleep he heard the
voice “Samuel!” He opened his eyes and rushed to Eli. But Eli had not
called-him. So he went back to sleep and the third time the same thing hap-
pened. When Samuel came to Eli the third time, Eli understood that the
Lord Himself was calling Samuel. So he told him, “My son, if you hear
your name again, say humbly, ‘speak my Lord for Thy servant is listening”.

Samuel went back to bed again. In a few minutes he heard the same
voice calling again “Samuel, Samuel “. As Eli had told him he answered,
“Speak my Lord, for Thy servant is listening.”

Then the Lord spoke to Samuel. With much fear and respect, he lis-
tened to the words of God. The Lord told Samuel in detail about the pun-
ishment he had planned for Eli and his disobedient and proud sons.

Early in the morning Eli called Samuel, and asked him about the word
of God. Though Samuel was very much frightened, he told everything to
Eli, “He is the Lord, let His will be done”, said Eli. Eli understood that
Samuel is the Prophet of God. After the death of Eli, Samuel became the
Judge of the people of Israel, and everyone loved and respected him.

We should be prepared to hear the voice of God. Only those who pre-
pare themselves and listen to God can hear His voice.

Memory Verse:“...Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
- (1. Samuel 3:9)




[. Fill in the blanks

1. Samuel learned from Eli, the priest

2. While sleeping Samuel heard a

3. Samuel thought that called him.

4. Eliunderstood that is the one who called Samuel.
5. Elirealized that Samuel is the of God.

[I. Answer the following
1. How did Samuel minister in the house of the Lord?
What kind of people were the sons of Eli?
“Because of his sons, God’s wrath fell on Eli.” Why was this?
When God called Samuel, what did he answer?
What did God tell Samuel?
What did Eli say when he heard the word of God?
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LLESSON 11

REAL FRIEND
(1. Samuel 20: 1-42)

Objective: To realize that a real friend helps without looking into
his own personal gain

Samuel was the last Judge of the Israelites. In those days there
was no king for the Jewish people. The Judge was the ruler of the
people. The gentiles had kings. So the Israelites wished to have a
king for themselves. So they prayed to the Lord. God selected a man
called Saul to be their king. Samuel anointed him as the first king of
Israelites. When he became king he changed his character. He
became very proud and angered the Lord by his disobedience. Then
God decided that David should be the king of Israelites instead of
Saul. David was a small shepherd boy. While looking after his sheep,
he used to play music on the harp. He became an expert in music.
So he was appointed to play harp in front of the king in the palace.
David was a very courageous and religious boy. He was loving and
humble. People liked him very much and praised him even in front of the
king. The king became very jealous of David. He even wanted to kill him,




because he feared that the people may make David their king instead of his
son Jonathan who was of the same age as David.

David and Jonathan were very close friends. Jonathan loved David
so dearly that he even pleaded to the king in favor of David. He told the
king, “David is a poor shepherd boy, please do not hurt him. He is my best
friend”. The king made false promises to Jonathan just to make him happy.
One day when David was playing harp in front of the king, he cast his
spear at David to kill him. But David escaped by leaping to one side. He
was sure that the king will try to kill him again. So he ran away from the
palace. Saul sent his people after David to kill him. David met Jonathan
in secret and told him everything that happened. Jonathan believed that
God was with David, and he knew that David would one day become the
King of Israel. He could never become the king if David was alive. So if he
wanted he could very easily kill David or he could inform King Saul about
David and get him killed because the king was searching for him. But
Jonathan really loved David above all his personal
motives. So he hid David in a secret place. Jonathan promised to let David
know the plans of the king. He also agreed to inform David by some secret
signs and codes if the king still hates him and wants to kill him, so that he
can run away from the soldiers of the king.

Jonathan went to the palace. In the evening during supper time the
king saw that the seat of David at the food table was empty. He got angry
and asked why David was absent. Then Jonathan answered and said, “He
wanted to visit his parents. So I gave him permission to go to his home for
afewdays”.

Saul got very angry and scolded Jonathan saying, “E'ven you are sup-
porting him. Don’t you know that you can never be the king as long as he 1s
alive? You know where he is. Tell us so that we can get rid of him and thus
you will be the king of Israel.”

Now the life of David was in the hands of Jonathan. He knew where
David was and could have killed him very easily. But he did not hesitate.
He loved David so much that he went secretly to the hiding place of David
and informed him everything that happened in the palace. Jonathan and
David were very sorry. They embraced, cried bitterly and bid farewell to




each other with much grief. Jonathan helped David to escape and run away
from their land. See how good a friend Jonathan was!

After some time both Saul and Jonathan were killed in battle. The
people made David the King of Israel. He was the greatest king of Israel.
David was a king who trusted and served the Lord wholeheartedly. When
he became king, David did not forget Jonathan’s friendship towards him.
He remembered how Jonathan helped him. So he brought the only son of
Jonathan, who was paralyzed, to the palace. He was taken care of by David
in the palace as a prince throughout his life. David helped his friend even
after his death. We should not forget our friends who help us when we are
in need.

Memory Verse: “.....Love is of God and every one who loves is born of God
and knows God”. (1John 4: 7)

I. Fill in the blanks

1. Samuel anointed as the first king of Israel.

2. The Lord selected as the king instead of Saul.
3. David played melodiously.

4. Jonathan loved v as himself.

5. David remembered the friendship with

and brought his invalid son to his palace.

II. Answer the following
1. Why did God get angry with Saul?
2. Who was Jonathan?
3. Saul wanted to kill David. Why?
4. When Saul asked “Where is David,” what did Jonathan answer?




LESSON 12

THE TRUE GOD
(2. Kings 5: 1-19)

Objective: To know that Lord is the true God.

In the last lesson we learned that there were kings to rule
Israel. But before long the country was divided into two kingdoms.
One was called Israel and its capital was the city of Samaria. The
other was called Judea,and its capital was Jerusalem. During this
time there was a prophet named Elisha in Samaria. A prophet is
one sent by God to advise the people to keep the commandments of
God when they go astray from the path of the Lord and lead bad
lives. Since the prophet is someone chosen by the Lord, he could
perform miracles and cure any kind of sickness.

The people of Israel sinned and angered the Lord. He punished
them as a result of their sin. The king of Syria invaded the City of
Samaria and plundered it. Many were captured and taken to their
land as slaves. Among them there was a beautiful, well-behaved girl.
Naaman the Commander of the army of Syria took her and gave her
to his wifé“as a maid servant. They called her Judith (which simply
means Jewish girl). Judith was a very religious girl. She respected
Elisha, the prophet of God and worshiped the Lord of Israel.

Naaman was very much honored by the king and was given
high position in the palace. But unfortunately he was a leper and
was very unhappy. Leprosy was a terrible sickness with decaying
sores and had no treatment in those days. Judith believed that Elisha,
the prophet of the Lord could cure him. She wanted to help her
master. But Naaman was an idol worshipper. He never knew the
True God. So she was afraid of her master. But one day she told her
mistress, “I believe that if master goes to Elisha, the prophet of the Lord
in the city of Samaria, he will definitely get cure ",

As Naaman was suffering too much from his sickness he was
ready to try any means to get cured. So he told the king what Judith
told his wife. The king told him that he will give a letter to the king
of Israel. So Naaman went to Samaria with some gifts to the king




and presented the letter from the king of Syria. The letter said, “I send
Naaman to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy”. Poor king of Israel,
what can he do? He became very frightened and said, “Am I God to kill and
to make alive, that this man sends a man to heal him of his leprosy? He is
simply finding a means to quarrel and make war”. The king did not know
what to do. He became very sorrowful and tore his clothes, according to
their custom during the time of sorrows.

Elisha, the prophet heard about this. He sent messengers
asking the king of Israel to send Naaman to him. Naaman came to the door
of Elisha’s house. But Elisha did not come out to receive him. Instead he
sent his servants to Naaman and told him to go to the river Jordan and
wash seven times in the water and get cured. Naaman got very angry, be-
cause the prophet did not come out and receive him or honor him. He said
very angrily, “Do we not have better rivers and cleaner waters in our

land?”.

He decided to return to his country. Then his servants pacified him
saying, “Master, if the man of God had come out to you and told you to do
something harder or difficult, wouldn’t you have tried that? Now this
is very simple thing to go and wash seven times in river Jordan.
Why not try it before you return to Syria?”

Naaman agreed although reluctantly. He went to the river
Jordan. He dipped himself seven times in the water according to the in-
struction of the man of God. What a surprise! He looked at his body. All the
sores had disappeared. His skin became so soft and clean, like the skin of a
baby. He was completely cured. He was filled with happiness and grati-
tude. He felt sorry that he got angry with the man of God. So he returned
to the door steps of Elisha. With fear and respect in his heart he said to the
prophet, “The God of Israel is the True God. Hereafter we will worship
only Him”. Naaman returned to his country happily.

The ways of God are wonderful. They are mysterious. We will not be
able to understand them fully. But if you obey them
unconditionally without any doubt, then you will be blessed.
Because of Judith’s love of God, Naaman came to know and
worship the True God. '




Memory Verse:  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts; nor are your
ways My ways, says the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8)

I. Choose the correct answer

L What is the name of the prophet who lived in Samaria?
a) Naaman b) Elisha c) Elijah

2. Who invaded Samaria?
a) King of Syria b) Heathens ¢) King of Egypt

I1. Answer the following

Why did God punish Samaria?

What was the name of Judith’s master?

What was wrong with Judith’s master?

What did Judith tell her mistress?

What did Elisha tell Naaman?

Naaman thought the prophet did not honor him. Why?
How did Naaman get cured of his leprosy?

Why did Naaman go back to Elisha?
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NEWTESTAMENT

LESSON 13

MARY’S DEDICATION
(St. Luke 1: 26-38)

Objective: To learn that God abides with the humble and pure.

We learned that Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying God. As
the descendents of Adam and Eve, the whole mankind became slaves
of satan and death. God is the loving Father. God, the Father loves
mankind. He so loved mankind that he decided to send His only
begotten Son to this world to save mankind from the slavery of satan
and death. The Son of God decided to become man. There are many
things impossible for us human beings. There are limitations on our
abilities, intelligence and power. But God is Almighty. There is
nothing impossible for Him. So it was possible for Him to be born as
a human baby. The Son of God is equal with the Father and the
Holy Spirit. But He emptied Himself from that position and
became a human to redeem us from the slavery of sin and restore us
as the children of God. See how great God’s love is!

When Adam and Eve sinned, God punished them by sending
them out of the Garden of Eden. But at the same time, He promised
that the Son of woman would bruise the head of the serpent that
persuaded Eve to commit sin. So God decided to take human form
from a woman. There was a beautiful innocent girl in the town of
Nazareth in Galilee. Her name was Mary. She was betrothed to a
man by name Joseph, a carpenter. According to the custom of the
land she was under the care of Joseph. As they were not married,
she was a virgin. God selected Mary to be the mother of the Son of
God. God sent the angel Gabriel to Mary with this message.

Gabriel, the messenger of God greeted Mary by saying,

“Hail Mary, full of grace, our Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women”,




What a great greeting! Gabriel, the angel who stands in the
presence of God, is the one greeting Mary like this, which means
that this greeting is from God Himself. The Virgin Mary received
the greeting and heard the message which none before or after has
ever heard. See how she was exalted by God? Mary was frightened and
was trembling with fear and wondered what kind of a salutation this could
be! The angel told Mary, “Don’t be afrard. You have received favors from
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son. You must call him by the
name Jesus. He will be called the Son of God. His kingdom shall have no

end”.

This is the life saving message. “7The Son of God becomes man to save
humanity”.

That is the greatest good news - The Gospel -. Who was
informed first about this Great Gospel? None other than Mary, who
was to receive the Son of God in her womb, was the first to be
informed of this message.

" in the power of God. Still she had a reasonable
- we, for I am not yet married”.

Gabriel told her, “The power of the Highest shall come upon you.
The Holy Spirit will dwell on you. So the one who shall be born of you will
be called the Son of God”.

Mary became pregnant miraculously by the power of God
because the Holy Spirit came upon her. Gabriel told her again, “Your
relative Elizabeth who was thought to be a barren woman 1s also
pregnant in her old age. For God nothing is impossible”.

Mary very humbly bowed her head and said, “Behold, I am the
hand maid of the Lord. Let it be for me as you said”. She dedicated
completely to God. What humility! God rejoices with those who are
really humble. Because of her humility she became eligible to be the
mother of the Son of God. Gabriel disappeared from the sight of
Mary. God Himself chose Mary to be the mother of His Son. The
Child to whom she has given birth is the Son of God. So she is
definitely the mother of God.




Message to Teacher: ~ Teach the prayer “Hail Mary” and compare it with
the message of Gabriel

Note:  See the Malayalam song describing the humility of Mary!
Lokarilevan Mariamepol thazhnnittundu?
Avalodu thulliam oonnatha padaviyumararjichu?

Memory Verse:  “For not he who commends himselfis approved, but whom
the Lord commends”.(2 Cor.. 10: 18)

I. Fill in the blank
1. Mary’s child shall be called

II. Choose the correct answer
1. Which town did Mary live in P
a) Samaria b) Syria c) Nazareth
2. 'Who came to Mary with the message of God ¥
a) Michael b) Gabriel c¢)Moses
II1. Answer the following
1. Whom was Mary betrothed to ? .
How did the messenger of God salute Mary P
What name was to be given to the child of Mary ?

What is the name of Mary’s relative who was barren?
“For God nothing is impossible”. Who said this?
“Behold I am the handmaid of God”. Who said this?
Why is Mary called truly the Mother of God ?
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LESSON 14

BIRTH OF JESUS
(St. Luke 2: 1-20)

Objective: 'To learn that the pure in heart will hear good news from God.

We learned in the last lesson that Mary was betrothed to Joseph
and that she was carrying Jesus in her womb.

In those days, the land of Judea was ruled by the emperor of Rome.
Caesar Augustus was the ruler at that time. He proclaimed that all the
people should be registered for the purpose of census according to their tribe
and lineage. Joseph, being in the lineage of king David, had to go to
Bethlehem, the city of David with his betrothed wife Mary to be regis-
tered. In those days the only means of transportation was mules or camels.
It was a five-day journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. As there was no
other choice, Joseph started the journey with Mary who was in the late
stage of pregnancy. You can imagine how tiresome it would be for Mary to
undertake such a journey. When they reached Bethlehem there were big
crowds everywhere. People from all over had to come to the city for the
purpose of registration. Joseph tried all places for a room to sleep. He could
not get a place. All the inns and rooms in the hotels were already filled. It
was time for Mary to give birth. She was in labor. Joseph searched every-
where frantically. Finally he took Mary to a cave where the cattle were
kept. There she gave birth to the baby. He made a little space in the manger
to keep the child and for Mary. She wrapped her baby in swaddling clothes
and laid him in the manger. Who is this baby? The Son of God! The creator
of the whole universe! See how humble His birth is. In a manger! Among
the cattle! Wrapped in swaddling clothes! What a wonderful birth!

This wonderful birth was proclaimed by the angels to the world. In
the open fields near the city of Bethlehem, there were some poor shepherds
watching over their sheep in the night. Suddenly a bright light surrounded
them. The glory of God shone on them. They were frightened. The angel of
the Lord appeared to them and told them, “Do not be frightened, for I
announce to you the greatest tiding that is to happen to the whole mankind.




The savior of the world, Jesus Christ is born today in Bethlehem, the city
of David. This will be your sign, you will find a baby wrapped in swad-
dling cloths and lying in a manger”. Suddenly a multitude of heavenly hosts
appeared with that angel and started singing praises. “Glory to God in the
highest, on earth, peace, and good will towards men”. The shepherds were
frightened and surprised. See how God chose the poor innocent shepherds
who were watching over their flocks alertly during the night to receive
this great news. If we are also pure in heart and innocent and do our du-
ties wholeheartedly, God will choose us also to hear the good news.

The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go up to Bethlehem and
witness this great thing that the angel of the Lord told us about”.
Immediately they left for Bethlehem and to the manger. As the
angel informed them they saw the baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes
in the manger with his mother Mary and Joseph. They
worshipped the baby and told Mary and Joseph what they saw and heard
from the angel. Everyone was surprised. The shepherds
returned to their flocks praising the L.ord. Mary remembered all of these
things in her heart and meditated.

Memory Verse: “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent
the Son as Savior of the world”.(1 John 4: 14)

I. Answer the following

1. Whatis the name of the Roman Emperor who ruled the land of
Judea during the time of the birth Of Jesus?

Which tribe or lineage did Joseph belong to?

Where did Joseph and Mary have to go to be registered?
Where did Mary give birth to baby Jesus?

Who were the first to be informed of the birth of Jesus?
Who informed this message? 3

What was the song of angels?
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LESSON 15

THE STAR OF NATIVITY
(St. Matthew Chapter- 2)

Objective: 'Toshow that men cannbt change God’s will. |

The teacher to note :-Though we have no direct evidence in the
scriptures, by tradition we believe that the Magi (m’gushe -Syr.) were three
wise men from the East. From St. Matthew 2: 11, we learn that the Magi
paid their respects to the Infant Jesus in a house.

When the infant Jesus was born, a star rose in the east. The wise
men of the region recognized that it indicated the birth of the Eternal King
promised by God to the Jews. They set out to Jerusalem to worship

the Divine King. It took them several days to reach the palace at
Jerusalem, where King Herod reigned.

The Magi asked about the King of the Jews. King Herod was
deeply troubled to hear that the Jews would have a king other than




him. He summoned the scholars and the priests and asked, “Where
will the Messiah be born?” They replied, “Bethlehem, in Judea.”
King Herod found out from the Magi when exactly they spotted the
star. He sent them to Bethlehem. He requested them to find out
where the child was and report back to him so that he could worship
the newborn himself. King Herod had evil intentions when he said
this. He was determined to Kkill the infant. His intentions were no
secret to God. The Magi set out to proceed to Bethlehem. They saw
the star again. It guided them as they went. When they reached the
birthplace of the infant, the star stopped moving. The wise men
went into the home and saw the Divine Infant with His mother
Mary. They knelt before Him, worshipped Him, and offered Him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

When night fell, the angel of God appeared to the Magi. The
angel told them, “Do not return to Herod.” The wise men returned
to their native land avoiding Herod. After the wise men left, the
angel of God appeared to Joseph, “Herod is seeking the infant to kill
Him. Start out immediately for Mizraim (Egypt). Stay there until I
command you to return,” the angel told him. Joseph immediately left
for Mizraim with Mary and infant Jesus. What a caring foster
father? See the loving care of God!

When Herod realized that the Magi returned avoiding him, he
was enraged. He calculated the age of the child from the time the
star appeared to the wise men. “He cannot be more than two years of
age,” he said to himself. The cruel King decided to kill every infant
of age two or less, in and around Bethlehem. Several infants were
martyred. We remember them on December 27th. The infant Jesus
was unhurt. God’s will cannot be changed by the power of men. We
must rather know God’s great power and depend on it in our lives.

Herod died after a while. The angel of God appeared to Joseph
again and told him to return from Mizraim. They returned to
Nazareth in Galilee and lived there. The Son of God was born as
man for the sake of all men of the world. He is the Savior of all men
irrespective of their race or nationality. The gospel of good tidings
was for the benefit of all.




Memory Verse: He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, and will
whistle to them from the end of the earth; surely they shall come with speed,
swiftly. ( Isaiah 5:26)

I. Choose the correct answer

1. When infant Jesus was born, what appeared in the east?
a) A comet b) An angel c) A star

2. Who came to worship the infant Jesus?
a) King Herod b) Three wise men ¢) The Inn keeper

3.  Who was the king of the Jews in those days?
a) Pharaoh b) King Herod c¢) King Saul

4.  Where, according to the scholars, would Christ be born?
a) Bethlehem b)Palestine c¢)Jordan

II. Answer the following
1. 'When the Magi came out of Herod’s palace, what did they see?
2. Whom did the Magi see the infant Jesus with?
3.  What did the Magi bring as offerings?
4.  Where did Joseph escape to, with Mary and the infant?

LESSON 16

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE
The Ideal Boy
(St. Luke 2:41-51)

Objective: To understand that we go to the house of God to pray to
Him and to listen to His words.

The infant Jesus grew up in Nazareth with His mother Mary
and His foster-father Joseph. As the infant grew up, He gained a
great deal of knowledge. The boy showed great interest in praying
and obeying God’s laws. Mary brought her son up with dedication.
She experienced several miracles durmg this time. The blessed mother
used to meditate on those events. :

Mary and Joseph used to observe ‘passover’ at the Temple in
Jerusalem every year. Jesus used to go with them. (We also observe




‘passover’ every year. We partake in the Holy Mysteries on that day. You
should never fail to do so. You will learn more about the Holy Qurbono
{Eucharist} and the ‘passover’ in the years ahead.)

All the Jewish families of Nazareth used to go together, by foot, to
Jerusalem so that they could observe ‘passover’. The journey took four to
five days. They used to carry all the food they needed on the way. They would
proceed in groups singing Psalms. They then returned from Jerusalem the

same way.

The year Jesus turned twelve, He went to Jerusalem to observe the
‘passover’ as in the past. Thousands of Israelites arrived at
Jerusalem to observe the ‘passover’. Several merchants also arrived
to sell their wares. The city was very crowded. Many came not only
to pray but also for sightseeing. We go to the House of God to pray.
We must be in the presence of God all the time we are there. The
Boy Jesus prayed with His parents, gave offerings, and worshipped
God with great devotion.

Other attractions or the wares of the merchants did not distract
Jesus. He was attracted only by what pleased God most. In the
Temple, He found several scholars of the law reading from and
understanding the Holy Law of God. Jesus approached them. When
they saw the little Boy amongst them they were amused. They asked
Him questions about the Law of God. They were amazed at His
answers and His knowledge. The Rabbi seated Him in their midst
and conversed with Him. Hours went by.

By then, Mary and Joseph had started back to Nazareth with
their people. They did not realize that Jesus was not with them.
They assumed that He would be with His friends, as usual. It was
after a day’s journey that they realized that Jesus was not with them.
When they couldn’t find Him among their relatives and friends they
were deeply troubled. With grief they went back searching for Him.
Three days later they found Him in the Temple seated amongst the
scholars of the Law answering their questions, exhibiting His
wisdom. They could not believe what they saw. Mary chided her
son, “Son, what have you done. Your father and I have searched for
you with much grief.” Jesus asked her, “Why did you have to search
for me® Didn’t you know that I had to be in my Father’s house? He




left immediately with His mother and went to Nazareth. He lived with
His parents in obedience to them. His mother meditated on this event.

We understand that Jesus was an obedient boy. He grew up loving
and obeying His parents. Like Jesus, we must also grow up in obedience to
our parents. :

Memory verse: “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand else-
where — ( Psalms 84: 107).

I.

Il

Choose the correct answer.

L

2

Why did Jesus go with His parents to Jerusalem?

a) For a wedding b) Passover c) For sight seeing

Why do you go to the House of God?

a) To pray b) To see friends c¢) To play

In the midst of the scholars, what did Jesus talk about?
a) The Passover b) The feast ¢) The law of God

Answer the following.
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Why were the scholars surprised when they heard Jesus speak?
What did Jesus’ parents assume when they left Jerusalem?
How many days later did they find Jesus?

“Son, why did you do this?” Who asked this?

Where did Jesus say, he should be found?

How old was Jesus, when this incident occurred?

How did Jesus live after His return to Nazareth?




LLESSON 17

WATER CHANGED TO WINE
(St.John:2:1-11)

Objective: 'To learn thatJesus is the Lord of all things.




Jesus grew up with His mother, Mary and his foster father, Joseph
in Nazareth. As he grew up, he was strengthened by God’s
blessings. Children who obey their parents will get God’s blessings and
long life as promised in the fifth commandment.

When Jesus was thirty-years-old, He began his public ministry. As
He traveled through Galilee, Jesus taught about the kingdom of God, and
about repentance. Jesus had many followers. Among these followers Jesus
chose twelve people whom He called Apostles, which means, “People who
were sent”

Cana s a small town in Galilee. Cana is near Nazareth. Once there
was a wedding in Cana. Mary and Jesus were invited to the wedding.
Mary came early to help prepare for the occasion because Mary was re-
lated to that family. Jesus and His disciples arrived at the time of the
wedding. While the feast was in progress, they ran out of wine. In wedding
feasts of Cana, it was customary to serve wine to the guests. The host would
not have expected wine to run out. The feast would be ruined if wine could
not be served. It would be such a disgrace for the host. Mary realized that
they needed help. She recognized that her Son was the only one who could
help them at that time. She knew He was the Son of God. She had the
freedom to ask Him. She told Him, “They have no wine.” Jesus replied,
“What does your concern have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.”

Mary understood that He was not denying her request. She knew well
what her Son would do. Among the people there, Mary was the only one who
believed that He was the Son of God. Without any doubts in her mind, she
told the servants in the house, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”

Jesus did not refuse His mother’s request. Even though His time had
not arrived, He fulfilled His mother’s request. There were six huge stone
jars in the house. Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.”

He then said to them, “Draw some out now and take it to the master of the
feast.”

Only if the master of the feast is satisfied that the wine tastes good
can it be served at the feast. When he tasted what the servants brought
him, he was amazed. How good it tasted. He called the bridegroom aside
and said to him, “Every man sets out the best wine at the beginning, and
when the guests have well drunk, they set out other wine that isn’t as good.




But you have kept the best wine until now.”

When the servants and Jesus’ disciples realized that the water had
turned into wine, they were very surprised. The disciples began to believe
in His divinity. Jesus performed the first miracle fulfilling His mother’s
request. The Savior of the world is a caring son too. The skies, the earth,
and all the powers therein are under His control. This is what the first
miracle of Jesus teaches us.

Memory verse: The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into

His hand.” (St. John 3:35).

I. Choose the correct answer
1. Name the village in which Jesus performed his first miracle?
a) Galilee b) Cana c) Samaria
2. What was happening at Cana?
a) Festival b) Concert ¢) Wedding
3. Who arrived early?
a) Jesus b) Disciples ¢) Mary, mother of Jesus
4, What happened as the feast was in progress?
a) The best man did not show up. b) Ran out of wine c) Rained
II. Answer the following
1. What did Mary tell Jesus?
“Whatever He says to you, do it” Who said this? To whom?

2

3. “Fill the water pots with water.” Who said this? To whom?

4, “You have kept the best wine until now.” Who said this? To whom?
S

What was the source of this good wine?




LESSON 18

THE JESUS WHO EMBRACES YOU IN LOVE
(St. Mark 10:13-16; St. Matthew 19:13-15; St. Luke 18:15-17)

Objective: To learn that we have to try hard to remain in the
presence of our Lord Jesus.

The word about Jesus spread quickly all over. Wherever He went a
large crowd gathered to see Him. He preached the kingdom of God to all
those who came near Him. He encouraged them to repent and become the
children of God. People who gathered near Him would sit for hours listen-
ing to His sweet voice without noticing the time go by. They would
bring their sick to His presence. He would cure them. The blind
were able to see, the lame walked, the paralyzed stood up, lepers
were cured, and the dead received life again. When Jesus touched
them or commanded them they were cured of illness. L.ord Jesus is
the Messiah (Christ), the Son of the living God. God is our light, our

cure, and our life.

One day, Jesus reached
a place near the border of Judea
beyond River Jordan. His
disciples were with Him. A large
crowd gathered from the nearby
villages and towns to see Him.
Jesus preached to them and cured
their sick. When it was evening,
~ Jesus wanted to rest. The disciples
sent the crowd away. Jesus moved
away from them and sat down to
meditate. There were several
women among the crowd. They had
brought their children along. The
mothers wanted their
children to be blessed by Jesus
whom they called the Rabbi (the
teacher). They wanted Jesus to




bless them, placing His hand on their heads. Mothers, to this day, would
wish the same! They encourage you to go to Church and to Sunday School.
When you are in the church, you are in God’s presence. In Sunday School
you learn the word of God. You receive God’s blessings.

The mothers brought their children to Jesus. The children were very
happy to be with Him. What a true friend we have in Jesus! He is full of
love. He calls you affectionately. When you go to Him you are filled with
happiness. You must go to Church and to Sunday School with enthusiasm
since you are going to His presence. You will receive His blessings.

Jesus turned to the disciples. Pointing to the children He said, “Of
such is the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is for those who are inno-
cent like these children.” Jesus embraced the children. He placed His
hands on their heads and blessed them. We must be eager to go to Him. He
will embrace us and bless us all.

Memory Verse: “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”
(St. John 6:35) )
!

I. Choose the correct answer
1. What was Jesus doing alone?
a) Meditating b) Preparing for speech ¢) Sleeping
2. Why did the mothers want to take their children to Jesus?
a) To be blessed b) To be Baptized c¢) To be named

3.  What did the disciples do when they saw the mothers and the chil-
dren go to Jesus?
a) Encouragedthem b) Interrupted them c¢) Blessed them

II. Answer the following
1. Who said, “Let the little children come to Me. Do not turn them
away.”
2. Who will qualify to be in the kingdom of God?
3. Whatdid Jesus do with the children?




LESSON 19

GOD OUR LOVING FATHER
(St. Luke 15: 11-32)

Objectrve: To learn that God is our loving Father

God is our Father. He loves us. Jesus is the Son of God, who
came down from heaven to save us from our sins. When we sin, God
grieves ; when we renounce sin and return to God, He rejoices. When
we confess our sins and ask for forgiveness, God pardons and hap-
pily receives us. Jesus taught us about God’s forgiveness through the
parable of the prodigal son.

Once a certain rich man had two sons. The younger one asked
his father his share of the property. So the man divided the property
between his two sons. The younger son sold his part of the property
and left home with the money. He surely thought that he could have
an easy life, without his father to control him. He went to a place
far away. There he made a lot of friends. He wasted his money by
recklessly spending it. When he ran out of all his money, his friends
left himm. This shows us that we have to be careful when we choose
our friends. Then a severe famine hit that country and he was left
without anything. He wandered without food. He could not bear his
hunger. He went to work for a farmer. The farmer sent him to take
care of the pigs. He worked there for food. But he was still hungry.
He wished he could eat the bean pods that the pigs ate. But he was
not even allowed to eat that.

Then he thought of his home and his father, of all the sins he
had committed, and then he repented. He said, “In my father’s house
servants have enough to eat and to spare, while I starve here. I will
go back to my father and say, “Father; I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of
your servants.” This is true repentance. He got up and went back to
his father.

His father saw him from far away. The father was waiting for
" his son’s return for a long time. His heart was filled with
compassion. He ran towards his son and threw his arms around him




and kissed him. The son wept and said, “Father; I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

But the father called his servants and told them, “Bring the best robe
and put on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. Then go and
get the fattened calf and kill it. Let us eat and be merry, because my son
was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost and now he has been found.”
And so the celebration began.

In the meantime the elder son was out in the field. On his way back,
when he came near the house, he heard the music and dancing. He called
one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. When he found out the news he was so angry that he would
not go into the house. So his father came out and requested him to
come in. The elder son answered his father, “Al/ these years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed you. You never gave me anything to cel-
ebrate with my friends. But your younger son wasted all your property,
and when he came back home you killed the fattened calf for him.”

The father replied, “My son, you are always here with me and all
my property is yours. But your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he
was lost and now he has been found. So we have to celebrate and be happy.”

When a person sins, he is dead to God. But when he repents
and comes back to God, he lives again. God, the Father gladly
receives him and angels in the heaven rejoice over him.

Memory Verse: “In the same way, I tell you, the angels of God
rejoice over one sinner who repents.” (St. Luke 15: 10)

I. Choose the correct answer

1. What did the younger son demand from his father?

a) To send him to school b) To give his share of the
property c¢) To send him for a vacation

2. What did the younger son do with his share of property?
a) Sold that b) Rented that ¢) Improved that




What did the younger son’s friends do when he was out of money?
a) Supported him b) Left him c) Sent him home
What did the younger son do when he couldn’t bear hunger?

a) Worked inastore b)) Went home
¢) Worked for a farmer

II. Answer the following

1.
2.
3.

NSOk

How did the younger son end up in such a sorry state?
What did the younger son do when he repented?

What did the father do when he saw his younger son far
away?

What did the younger son tell his father when he returned?
How did the father welcome his son back?

Who got angry and stayed outside the home? Why?

What did the father tell his elder son?




Notes :






